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Berlin,  December 4th 2025 

PRESS RELEASE  

Milestone reached in renovation of the 

Pergamon Museum 

First construction phase completed – Collection of Classical Antiqui-

ties, Museum of Islamic Art, and Museum of the Ancient Near East 

are setting up their spaces – Reopening in spring 2027 

The construction work on the first phase of the Pergamon Museum will be 

completed by the end of the year. It included the restoration of the north 

wing and the central building with the Pergamon Altar in accordance with 

monument preservation guidelines, as well as the construction of a new 

entrance pavilion in the courtyard of honour. This marks a milestone in the 

basic restoration and extension of the Pergamon Museum, which is being 

carried out by the Federal Office for Building and Regional Planning. The 

museums have already begun to set up their exhibition spaces on the 

main level and upper floor. On the ground floor, the ticket office areas, ed-

ucation and outreach spaces, café, and event facilities are being pre-

pared. 

The Pergamon Museum is scheduled to open to the public in spring 2027. 

At that time, the architecture galleries of the Collection of Classical Antiq-

uities and the completely new permanent exhibition of the Museum of Is-

lamic Art will once again be on display. The Museum of the Ancient Near 

East will also be represented with significant large-scale objects in one of 

the galleries. 

Minister of State for Culture and Media Wolfram Weimer: “The Pergamon 

Museum is a world-renowned star among German museums. When it had 

to close for renovations, a significant gap was left in the European cultural 

landscape. The good news today is that the wait is almost over. As early 

as spring 2027, the Pergamon Altar and many other highlights of the mu-

seum will once again be open to the public. And the wait will be worth-

while. The Pergamon Museum will shine in a completely new light and will 

be able to showcase its cultural treasures even more effectively in the fu-

ture. That is why the federal government was happy to finance this highly 

complex renovation as the sole sponsor of the construction costs.” 

Petra Wesseler, President of the Federal Office for Building and Regional 

Planning: "The structural completion of the first construction phase of the 

Pergamon Museum, including the world-famous Altar Hall, marks a 
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significant milestone in this highly complex major project. The museum's 

fundamental restoration makes a substantial contribution to the preserva-

tion and further development of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Mu-

seum Island. It establishes the functionality for a modern and heavily vis-

ited museum, thus ensuring the building's preservation for future genera-

tions. Considerable effort has been made to carefully integrate contempo-

rary standards into the listed building fabric to ensure the best possible 

viewing of the exhibited art and cultural objects." 

Marion Ackermann, President of the SPK: “The BBR and the three muse-

ums have really done a fantastic job – the rooms in the Pergamon Mu-

seum are finished, and the architectural exhibits such as the Aleppo 

Room and the Alhambra Dome are already fully installed. I am now very 

much looking forward to the opening in spring 2027, when the Altar Room 

will be back and the complete redesign of the Museum of Islamic Art will 

be presented.” 

Jan Kleihues, architect: "Architecture is not only the art of building, but 

should also encourage exchange; in short, it should foster community. 

Following in the footsteps of Messel and Hoffmann, Oswald Matthias Un-

gers understood how to complement the Pergamon Museum with timeless 

architecture in his competition entry, which followed the original idea of 

the Museum Forum. We are continuing and implementing this concept in 

the spirit of Ungers — a great responsibility and an extraordinary chal-

lenge that we are happy to take on. It is a unique task to make such a val-

uable contribution to the Museum Island world cultural heritage site in 

such a prominent location. We can be very satisfied with the result." 

Martin Maischberger, Deputy Director of the Collection of Classical Antiq-

uities: “At first glance, the rooms of the Collection of Classical Antiquities 

appear the same – but you immediately sense it, and see it upon closer 

inspection: they are also completely new. Following extensive surface res-

toration, the reconstructed west front of the Pergamon Altar shines with 

unprecedented depth of field and brightness; new skylights and the histor-

ically accurate restoration of the wall colors further enhance this effect. 

The famous Hephaestus mosaic from the royal palaces of Pergamon, 

bearing the unique artist's signature, can be admired up close in the Tele-

phus Hall from 2027 onwards.” 

Stefan Weber, Director of the Museum of Islamic Art: “With the new exhi-

bition, the Museum of Islamic Art can finally present itself within the 
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context of ancient civilizations. In 1927, it was decided that Islamic cul-

tures must be understood within the frame of reference of antiquity—that 

is, the ancient Near Eastern and Greco-Roman cultures of the Eastern 

Mediterranean, housed in the Pergamon Museum. This can now be expe-

rienced impressively in the main gallery with the monumental Mshatta Fa-

cade. In the 24 new rooms, we were also able to reinvent ourselves. With 

three times as many objects, some never before exhibited, and spectacu-

lar international loans, we have some surprises in store for 2027.” 

Barbara Helwing, Director of the Museum of the Ancient Near East: “With 

the room in the main building, the Museum of the Ancient Near East 

opens a window onto significant highlights of its collection. The presenta-

tion, with its modern lighting design, showcases sculptures and objects in 

a completely new light.” 

The construction work at the Pergamon Museum represents the first ma-

jor restoration of the building since the Second World War. At the 

same time, the building is being made functional for a modern, high-traffic 

museum operation. The basic restoration and expansion of the building 

are being carried out according to plans by O. M. Ungers.  

The construction measures are intended to preserve the Pergamon 

Museum for future generations. The entire building's foundation had to 

be reinforced and renewed, requiring extensive specialist foundation work. 

The roof also underwent comprehensive renovation: the supporting struc-

tures were repaired and new ones added. All the skylights were replaced 

according to historical models. The facades and windows were also re-

stored in accordance with historic preservation guidelines. Furthermore, 

the building's technical equipment, including all lighting systems, ventila-

tion and air conditioning (heating and cooling), electrical and security sys-

tems, and building automation, was brought up to the latest standards. 

The museum was simultaneously prepared to meet current and future vis-

itor needs. To improve the spatial layout and accessibility, additional 

stairwells and elevator shafts were installed in the north wing. A new cen-

tral entrance pavilion, the Tempietto (small temple), was built in the court-

yard. This pavilion will also connect the museum to the Archaeological 

Promenade, which links the buildings on Museum Island. The second 

phase of construction (Phase B) will see the construction of a fourth wing, 

allowing visitors to complete a full circuit of the main exhibition level. All 
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measures were carried out in close consultation with the State Office for 

the Preservation of Historical Monuments. 

During the construction period, the architectural objects of the Antiquities 

Collection, such as the Pergamon Altar, which are permanently attached 

to the building, remained in place. They were carefully restored on-site in 

parallel with the general renovation. The use of highly sensitive measuring 

technology ensured that these large-scale architectural elements re-

mained undamaged throughout the construction phase. Other sculptures, 

friezes, and mosaics were removed, taken to workshops for restoration, 

and some were also exhibited elsewhere. They are currently being rein-

stalled in their original locations within the Pergamon Museum. 

The relocation of the Museum of Islamic Art from the upper floor of the 

south wing to the north wing was a monumental logistical undertaking. 

There, the museum will present its new exhibition on more than twice the 

space, spread over two levels. Several thousand objects from the collec-

tion were restored and moved, including the Aleppo Room and the Alham-

bra Dome. The early Islamic Mshatta facade was dismantled into its 527 

individual stone blocks and reconstructed in the north wing.   

From 2027, the Museum of the Ancient Near East (Vorderasiatisches 

Museum) will be represented in an exhibition hall in the north wing with a 

display window. The centerpiece of its presentation will be the monumen-

tal victory stele of the Assyrian king Esarhaddon, weighing over six tons. 

In the redesign of the Pergamon Museum, special attention is being paid 

to education. In the future, the Collection of Classical Antiquities will also 

use the smaller neighboring rooms of the Altar Hall and the Hellenistic 

Hall as exhibition spaces and for contemporary presentations. In a collab-

oration between the SPK and Siemens, a high-resolution scan of the altar 

is currently being created, which will be used for new educational formats. 

Over the past few years, the Museum of Islamic Art has carried out vari-

ous projects with a view to redesigning the museum, with support primar-

ily from the Al Waleed Foundation. This has enabled the development of 

an exhibition design that communicates complex cultural and historical 

themes to a broad audience in a highly inclusive manner. 

Furthermore, contemporary art can also be found in the house, for exam-

ple in the stairwell next to the Alhambra dome: The internationally re-

nowned artist Imran Qureshi (Lahore / Pakistan) was commissioned to 

create a mural, interpreting elements from the Indian-Islamic painting 
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tradition. From many small flowers or floral elements, he has developed a 

wall-filling abstract garden picture that contextualizes the Alhambra as an 

idealized and romanticized place of longing. 

Further information (in German) 

https://www.bbr.bund.de/pergamonmuseum-bauabschnitt-a 

https://www.bbr.bund.de/pergamonmuseum-bauabschnitt-b 

Press material for Download 

www.bbr.bund.de/presse 

Information about the collections in the Pergamon Museum, current 

exhibitions on Museum Island Berlin and the 200th anniversary of 

Museum Island Berlin 

www.smb.museum 

www.mi200.de  


